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That, with its consequences to Great Britain, the Prince seemed to
intimate, lay in the future. As regarded the existing situation, no
German Emperor could take any other line than that of defending
the independence of friendly Powers satisfied with the existing order
and ready to defend their own independence. Though Germany
herself could keep out of a war with Russia, if her own honour and
safety and the existence of Austria-Hungary were not threatened, she
desired that friendly Powers having interests in the East should be
strong enough to deter Russia from going to war, and to hold their
own if there was a war. There was, he said finally, not the remotest
possibility that any German Emperor would give Russia armed
support in striking down or weakening any of the Powers on whose
support Germany counted for preventing a Russian war or helping her
to face one. In fact *fi her policy would always compel the appearance
of Germany in the line of battle, if the independence of Austria-
Hungary were threatened by a Russian aggression, or if either Italy
or England were in danger of being attacked by the Armies of France."
It was, on the face of it, an embarrassed and involved communication,
but Salisbury by this time was sufficiently acquainted with Bismarck's
methods to understand what was meant. With many polite phrases
he had repeated his warning that, if he could not count on English
support, he would be obliged to make friends with Russia and (sotto
voce] to support her against England. This time, to show that he
meant business, he actually produced and sent to Salisbury a copy
of his secret Treaty with Austria-Hungary in 1879, both as a mark
of his confidence and a proof of the serious nature of his engagements
to that country. This was a litde less daring than it seemed, for a
few months earlier he had made the same disclosure to the Tsar in
the well-justified expectation that he would be more alarmed by the
state of facts which it revealed, than indignant at the duplicity thus
blandly confessed. Being unaware of this and supposing himself to
be the sole repository of this secret, Salisbury was greatly impressed
and thanked the Prince warmly for the " great frankness with which
you have exposed the true situation to me."
From this beginning it was comparatively easy to persuade Salisbury
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